
Housing Affordability & 
Declining School Enrollment



Santa Clara County School 
Enrollment is Declining

• K-12 Enrollment has fallen 8% over the 6 years from 
2014-15 to 2020-21, a loss of more than 23,000 
children

• Countywide enrollment has declined every year since 
2015, and 24 of the county’s 26 public school districts 
serving elementary students have seen declines

• Elementary schools, serving younger children, are 
seeing larger declines

From California Department of Finance: California Public K-12 
Graded Enrollment and High School Graduate Projections by 
County — 2021 Series 



Santa Clara County Elementary 
Enrollment is Declining in All School Types

• Elementary school enrollment has 
declined across traditional public schools, 
charter schools, & private schools

• Both public and private K-12 schools are 
losing students

From California Department of Education: Enrollment Multi-Year 
Summary by Grade and Private School Affidavit Information 



The majority of public school 
districts in Santa Clara County are 
affected
• Of the County’s 26 school districts, 25 have 

experienced enrollment declines over the 
last 7 years.

• This represents a loss of 24,993 elementary 
students

• Steep declines predate the pandemic: the 
final pre-pandemic enrollment census 
showed a 12% countywide decline, with 
almost all districts affected

From California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and 
DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


What’s ahead?
South Bay School 
Enrollment is Forecast for 
Major Declines
• Elementary school enrollment will 

continue to decline 13% over the next 
decade

• K-12 school enrollment will decline 
15% over the next decade- a loss of 
more than 41,000 students

From California Department of Finance: California Public K-12 
Graded Enrollment and High School Graduate Projections by 
County — 2021 Series 



How are individual 
school districts affected?



Cupertino Union School District’s Elementary School Enrollment 
is Declining

• Districtwide elementary 
enrollment has fallen 
27% from 2014-15 to 
2021-22

• Elementary enrollment 
has declined every year 
since 2015

From California Department of Education: 
Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest
Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Cupertino Union School District’s Elementary School Enrollment 
is Declining

• All but 3 elementary 
schools have seen 
enrollment declines, 
ranging from 4% to 47%

• Elementary enrollment 
has declined every year 
since 2015

• CUSD has 3,434 fewer 
students than it did in 
2014-15

From California Department of Education: 
Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest
Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Menlo Park City School District’s Elementary Enrollment is 
Declining 

• Enrollment has fallen 9% over the 7 
years from 2014-15 to 2021-22

• Enrollment has declined every year 
since 2016

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Menlo Park City School District’s Elementary Enrollment 
is Declining

• The growth of Laurel 
Elementary in Atherton 
has helped offset steep 
declines in Oak Knoll 
and Encinal Elementary 
Schools

• MPCSD has 177 fewer 
students than it did in 
2014-15

From California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Mountain View Whisman School District’s Elementary 
School Enrollment is Declining 

• Districtwide elementary enrollment 
has declined 14% over the 7 years 
from 2014-15 to 2021-22

• Overall district elementary 
enrollment has declined in all but one  
year since 2015

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Mountain View Whisman School District’s Elementary 
School Enrollment is Declining 

• Despite the opening of 
two new schools, overall 
district elementary 
enrollment has declined 
14% over the 7 years from 
2014-15 to 2021-22

• MVWSD has 530 fewer 
students than it did in 
2014-15

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Palo Alto Unified School District’s Elementary Enrollment 
is Declining

• Elementary enrollment has fallen 
25% over the 7 years from 2014-
15 to 2021-22

• Elementary enrollment has 
declined every year except one 
since 2015

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Palo Alto Unified School District’s Elementary Enrollment 
is Declining

• Every elementary school 
has seen enrollment 
declines, ranging from 8% 
to 48%

• PAUSD has 1,417 fewer 
students than it did in 
2014-15

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Ravenswood City School Elementary District’s Enrollment 
is Declining

• Elementary enrollment has fallen 
68% over the 6 years from 2014-15 
to 2021-22

• Elementary enrollment has declined 
every year since 2015

From California Department of Education: Public 
Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Ravenswood City School District’s Elementary 
Enrollment is Declining

• The District has lost 3 
neighborhood schools to 
closure

• RCESD has 2,056 fewer 
students than it did in 
2014-15

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Redwood City School District’s Elementary Enrollment is 
Declining

• Elementary enrollment has fallen 29% 
over the 7 years from 2014-15 to 2021-
22

• Elementary enrollment has declined 
every year since 2015

From California Department of Education: Public Schools 
and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Redwood City School District’s Elementary Enrollment is 
Declining

• The District has lost 4 
neighborhood schools to 
closure, including a Spanish 
immersion school

• RCSD has 2,177 fewer 
elementary students than 
it did in 2014-15

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Sunnyvale School District’s Elementary Enrollment 
is Declining

• Elementary enrollment has fallen 
21% over the 7 years from 2014-
15 to 2021-22

• Elementary enrollment has 
declined in all but one year since 
2015

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Sunnyvale School District’s Elementary Enrollment 
is Declining

• All but 2 elementary 
schools have seen 
enrollment declines, 
ranging from 10% to 34% 
(the remaining 2 schools 
were flat)

• SSD has 785 fewer 
elementary students 
than it did in 2014-15

From California Department of 
Education: Public Schools and Districts
and DataQuest Enrollment Data

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


What does this look like 
at the city level?



Cupertino’s Elementary School Enrollment 
is Declining

• Enrollment has fallen 
26% over the 7 years 
from 2014-15 to 2021-
22

• All 8 schools have seen 
enrollment declines, 
ranging from -4% to -
42%

• Enrollment has declined 
every year since 2015, a 
loss of 1,516 studentsFrom California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data

All schools in Cupertino Union School District

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Menlo Park’s Elementary School 
Enrollment is Declining

• Enrollment has fallen 25% 
over the 7 years from 
2014-15 to 2021-22

• Every school has seen 
declines, ranging from 
18% to 24%

• Enrollment has declined 
every year since 2015, a 
loss of 498 students

From California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data
Oak Knoll Elementary is in Menlo Park City Elementary School District
Belle Haven Elementary is in Ravenswood City Elementary School District
Garfield Elementary is in Redwood City Elementary School District 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Mountain View’s Elementary School 
Enrollment is Declining

• Despite the opening 
of two new schools, 
overall citywide 
enrollment has fallen 
16% over the 7 years 
from 2014-15 to 
2021-22

• Enrollment has 
declined in 5 of 7 
years since 2015, a 
loss of 680 students

From California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data
*School in Los Altos Elementary School District
All other schools in Mountain View Whisman School District

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Palo Alto’s Elementary School Enrollment 
is Declining

• Enrollment has fallen 
25% over the 7 years 
from 2014-15 to 2021-22

• Every school has seen 
enrollment declines, 
ranging from -8% to -48%

• Enrollment has declined 
every year since 2015, a 
loss of 1,417 students

From California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data
All schools in Palo Alto Unified School District

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


Sunnyvale’s Elementary School Enrollment 
is Declining

• Enrollment has fallen 
26% over the 7 years 
from 2014-15 to 
2021-22

• 10 of 11 schools have 
seen enrollment 
declines, ranging 
from -3% to -40%

• Enrollment has 
declined every year 
since 2015, a loss of 
1,915 students

From California Department of Education: Public Schools and Districts and DataQuest Enrollment Data
*Schools in Cupertino Union School District
All other schools in Sunnyvale School District

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/downloadabledata.asp
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/
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