
Countywide Enrollment Trends & Projections - p. 2
Research Connecting Enrollment Change to Housing Cost - p. 5

Impacts on Students, Schools, & Communities - p. 10
Your Local School District - p. 12

References - p. 14



276,689

231,385

203,994

Source: California Department of Education, California Department of Finance Projected Total Enrollment by County by School
Year

Santa Clara County Actual & Projected 
Public School Enrollment 

We have over 45,000
students fewer countywide
than we did in the 2014-
2015 school year

Enrollment projections
from the California
Department of Finance
show the trend will
continue, if we're not able
to make significant
changes, for a 20-year total
enrollment decline of 36%,
or nearly 73,000 fewer
students.

ProjectedActual



Private +2,061 

Charter -1,935 

Traditional Public
-43,369 

Source: California Department of Education Enrollment Multi-Year Summary by
Grade & Private School Enrollment by Grade

Enrollment is Changing Across All School Types
in Santa Clara County

Students are not moving
from traditional public to
charter & private schools
in significant numbers

Modest 5% gain in private
schools from 2014 to
2025- but only about
2,000 students.

2,000 students gone from
charter schools, more than
43,000 students from
traditional public schools,
where most students are
enrolled.



High School -4%

Middle School -17%

Elementary School -23%

Source: California Department of Education Enrollment Multi-Year Summary by
Grade 

Enrollment Changes Are 
Worst for Younger Students TK-5th grade has the

largest drop in enrollment 

Income pressures are often
higher for families with
younger children/ earlier
careers, leading to more
displacement 

A sign of what's to come:
as smaller groups of
elementary and middle-
school aged children move
into high school,  larger
enrollment drops will
moving up with them



While there are many reasons people might
choose not to have kids, 41% of adults ages 18-
39 who don't have children say they can't afford
to have a child.

Rising home values are linked to lower birth
rates; they represent the largest component of
the cost of raising a child. This leads couples to
delay childbearing or have fewer children. 

Changes in house prices have a larger effect on
current period birth rates than changes in
unemployment rates.

Why Are People Having
Fewer Children?



In Santa Clara County,
a family of two would
need to increase their
income by 52%, for a
total of $148,600 per
year, to maintain their
standard of living after
having their first child.

Source: Family Budget Calculator by
the Economic Policy Institute

The Cost of Raising a Child



Higher Housing Cost Means 
Fewer Children Born Birth rates are lower in areas

where raising children takes a
bigger share of a family's income.



Who Can Afford to Rent? 



Source: California Department of Education Enrollment Multi-Year Summary by
Grade 

In Almost Every School District
Enrollment is Falling 



Impacts on Students of School Closures

Lower test scores
Worse attendance
Behavioral problems
Less likely to graduate from college
Lower earnings as a young adult
Disruption of support processes



Housing is Critical for the
Wellbeing of Children &
Schools

Safe, stable, healthy, and
affordable housing sets kids up
for learning, and allows schools
to focus on what they do best. 

Strong, supported schools with
the resources they need can be

anchors for communities
during the school day and

outside of it.



Source: California Department of Education Enrollment Multi-Year Summary by Grade,
Santa Clara County Association of Realtors Year-End Data

Enrollment has fallen
44% over the last 11
years.

Median home prices in
Cupertino have soared
by 49% over that same
time to $3,300,000.

Cupertino Union School District’s 
Elementary Enrollment Falls as Home Prices Rise

5,600 fewer
kids

49% more
expensive



Source: California Department of Education Enrollment Multi-Year Summary by Grade 

All but one of Cupertino Union’s elementary schools has suffered enrollment
declines over the last 11 years, with a district-wide loss of more than 5,600
elementary students & 2 painful school closures over that period.

Cupertino Union School District’s Elementary
School Enrollment is Falling
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Contact Alison Cingolani

Director of Policy
alison@siliconvalleyathome.org


